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Lesson 2
How Is Sociology Related to

Other Sciences?

Objectives
• To identify the social sciences and under-

stand what is included in their fields of
study

• To realize that the division between social
studies has become less distinct and there
is often an overlap in areas of mutual in-
terest

Notes to the Teacher
The social life of humanity is varied and

complex. Our social surroundings influence
people far more greatly than do our physical
surroundings. By studying our social surround-
ings we can better understand the social forces
that help shape our lives.

As a group, social studies are related dis-
ciplines that study various aspects of human
social behavior. They are always the study of
people plus a specific aspect of their daily
routine.

Students list the disciplines which are in-
cluded in the field of social studies. They define
the various disciplines and use their informa-
tion to explain the differences between the
related subjects.

Encourage students to do the extension
activity. It exposes them to possible careers in
social studies and the requirements of these
careers.

Procedure
1. Ask the class to define a social science and

explain how it is different from a physical
science. (Social science deals with the func-
tioning of human society. It looks at inter-
personal relationships of individuals and
institutions. It encompasses areas such as
economics, religion, and sociology. Physical
science deals with nonliving things. It en-
compasses the natural sciences such as
chemistry, geology, and astronomy.)

2. On the board, have students list the sub-
jects which they believe are social sciences
and define them as they are listed. (e.g.,

5. Conclude by having students identify which
of the social studies disciplines they would
find the most interesting and why.

Extension
Think about possible careers in social sci-
ence. Choose one of the eight social sci-
ences listed in this lesson and research it
as a possible career choice. Information to
be included in your report is as follows:

1. Name the social science.

2. Select a career in this social sci-
ence.

3. Fully explain what the career en-
tails.

4. List the educational requirements.

5. List starting salary and salary range.

6. Explain how you could use this
career as a stepping stone to other
opportunities.

Make a chart with the above information
and report to the class on your research.
Hang the completed charts around the room.

history, geography, economics, political sci-
ence, and sociology)

3. If necessary, complete the listing by add-
ing anthropology, psychology, and social
psychology.

4. Distribute Handout 2 to students. Have
them complete it individually or in small
groups. Discuss students’ responses. Em-
phasize that there is some overlap in social
studies in areas of mutual interest.

Suggested Responses:
1. d

2. g

3. c

4. a

5. e

6. c

7. b

8. h

9. e

10. a
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What Are the Social Sciences?

Social sciences are related disciplines that study various aspects of human social behavior. Match
the social science with its description.

Sociology Name___________________
Lesson 2 Date____________________
Handout 2

a. Anthropology

b. Economics

c. Sociology

d. Psychology

e. Political science

f. Social psychology

g. History

h. Geography

______ 1. This focuses on individual behavior rather than on group behavior and deals with
subjects such as personality, perception, motivation, and learning.

______ 2. This is a study of past events for the purpose of exploring current social behaviors
and attitudes.

______ 3. This shares with other social sciences the task of scientific exploration of social
behavior.

______ 4. This is the comparative study of various aspects of past and present cultures. It
is closest to sociology in subject matter.

______ 5. This is the study of organizations and operations of government.

______ 6. This studies how an individual’s behavior and personality are affected by the social
environment.

______ 7. This explains the process by which goods and services are produced, distributed,
and consumed.

______ 8. This studies the relationship that the human race has with its environment.

______ 9. Like sociology, this social science studies voting patterns, concentration of political
power, and formation of politically-based groups.

______ 10. Like sociology, this science could examine the cultural characteristics of neigh-
borhoods and communities in a complex society.
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